
This year the EST was organized 
at an excellent family hotel in Salz-
burg, Austria, the birthplace of the 
famous composer, Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart. The hotel was situ-
ated at the outskirts of the town, so 
one could easily go for a little walk 
in nature between the sessions of 
the school program. The five-day 
program, which started with an 
evening devoted to classical In-
dian music, had ten lectures, sev-
en study sessions and a movie of 
Mozart’s opera “The Magic Flute”.

 

 
The South Indian classical mu-
sic from the Karaikudi tradition 
founded by Brhaddhvani was 
performed by a pupil of Dr. Sub-
ramaniam on a traditional string 
instrument, called the Vina. 

The artist also gave a talk 
about how this instrument was 
played in ancient times, when 
the Brahmin priests and mys-
tics were singing the Veda’s.

The different subjects treated by 
the six teachers of the school were:
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The European School of Theosophy was 
launched in October 1982 with a one 
week program of intensive study. The 
language of the School is necessarily 
English, but its location varies each 
year, dependent on the availability of 
suitable accommodation. 

Since its inauguration in England, the 
School has met in Austria, Germany, 
Holland, Spain, Greece, Italy, Hungary, 
Belgium, Holland, Israel, Scotland and 
Wales.

The School is not part of any 
organisation, invites students to 
examine the relevance of Theosophical 
ideas and ideals for current 
developments within the field of 
comparative philosophy, religion and 
science.
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Participants of the 
European School of 
Theosophy, 2016.

“The Road that Leads to the Heart 
of the Universe”, “Spirituality and 
Comics”, “Reflections on our Mor-
tality: The Ancient Art of Good 
Life”, “The Magic Flute Unveiled”, 
“H. P. Blavatsky on Karma, Rein-
carnation and The Doctrine of the 
Heart”, “H. P. B. The example of a 
true Philanthropist”, and “Healing 
by Tapping, An Eastern Form of 
Medicine”.

The lectures and study sessions 
were of good quality and the ex-
changes of views often were live-
ly and entertaining. The items of 
study chosen were about the most 
difficult Theosophical concepts 
contained in The Secret Doctrine 
and other writings by H. P. Blavat-
sky.

Total number of participants was 
22 with 10 different nationalities. 
During the first days there was a 
kind of segregation along language 
lines at the restaurant, but in the 
second part of the school the group 
had become so dynamic, that all 
languages mixed. A very rich ex-
perience indeed. The organizers 
have to be congratulated with the 
success of the school, which has 
been able to continue the tradition 
of high quality theosophical teach-
ing with a strong musical inclina-

tion.
Sunday afternoon was free and 

one could take the bus into town 
to see the city of Salzburg with the 
birth house of Mozart and other in-
teresting sights.

Hear the voice of the Bard! 
Who Present, Past, & Future sees 
Whose ears have heard, 
The Holy Word, 
That walk’d among the ancient trees. 

Calling the lapsed Soul 
And weeping in the evening dew: 
That might controll, 
The starry pole; 
And fallen fallen light renew! 

O Earth O Earth return! 
Arise from out the dewy grass; 
Night is worn, 
And the morn 
Rises from the slumberous mass. 

Turn away no more: 
Why wilt thou turn away 
The starry floor 
The watry shore 
Is giv’n thee till the break of day. 

Introduction to the Songs of Experience 
Related Poem Content Details

BY WILLIAM BLAKE



This year the European School of 
Theosophy was organized in Mozart’s 
land, Salzburg, Austria. The cultural and 
historical atmosphere of Salzburg, as 
well as the hotel added a very special 
touch to the entire programme. The 
hotel was beautiful and very cozy 
with traditional Austrian decoration. 

The School provided a wonderful 
opportunity for exchanging ideas on 
Theosophy and esotericism in general. 
The speakers were: Edward Abdill 
(USA); Chaganti V.K. Maithreya (India); 
Erica Geordiades (Greece); Noeline 
Hart (UK); Mary Abdill (USA); Dr. Sunita 
Maithreya (India) and, as always, 
counted with the presence of Ingrid 
Eberhard-Evans who has been the 
heart and soul of the School, years now. 

The main theme was “The Mahatma 
Letters, HPB’s teachings and the Path.” 
Edward Abdill’s lectures focused on the 
Mahatma Letters. His lectures offered the 
opportunity for participants to reflect 
and understand in depth a series of 
viewpoints supported by the Mahatmas 
in their letters. Chaganti V. K. Maithreya’s 
lectures focused on karma, reincarnation 
and the doctrine of the heart. One of 
the emphasis of his presentation was 
the need to transcend the intellect 
and enter the realms of the heart or 
Buddhi.  My lecture “Reflections on our 
Mortality: The Ancient Art of Good Life”  
focused on both the Stoic and Socratic 
philosophies and outlined some ancient 
practical techniques for self-knowledge. 
Noeline Hart’s presentations focused on 
the famous opera of Mozart “The Magic 
Flute.” She presented an interesting 
study on the esoteric symbolim of 
this master piece.  Mary Abdill, spoke 
about “Spirituality in the Comics” 
leading the participants into a very 
unique journey into the contemporary 
work of comics and how ethical 
principles are expressed through them. 
Dr Sunita Maithreya spoke about “H.P.B. 
the example of a true Philanthropist.” This 
was another interesting lecture, focusing 
on historical aspects of HPB’s life. 

The School closed with a slapping 
workshop, known as Paida Lajin, also 
led by Dr. Sunita Maithreya. During 
the workshop we literally slapped 
ourselves off. This is believed to be a 
healing technique created by a chinese 
known as Master Xiao Hong Chi.  

After the School was over, me and 
Ingrid Eberhard-Evans went around 
the city and had fun as you can see 
in our picture, while also passing by 
the Cemetery of St. Sebastian to pay 
respect to the memorable Philippus 
Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von 
Hohenheim, Paracelsus (1493 – 1541).  
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European School of   Theosophy, 2016 Review

by	Erica	Georgiades

Slapping Workshop drawing by Dr Sunita Maithreya

Erica Georgiades & Ingrid Eberhard-Evans

Paracelsus’ Tomb

Dr Sunita Maithreya

Erica Georgiades & Ingrid Eberhard-Evans 



 DRAWING BY JOHN HART, 2016 EUST HOTEL IN SALZBURG 
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THE EUROPEAN SCHOOL OF THEOSOPHY HAS NOW A FACEBOOK PAGE. 
TO SUPPORT IT CLICK HERE 

 https://www.facebook.com/The-European-School-of-Theosophy-1544041995892712/
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THE EUROPEAN SCHOOL OF THEOSOPHY HAS NOW A FACEBOOK PAGE. 
TO SUPPORT IT CLICK HERE 

 https://www.facebook.com/The-European-School-of-Theosophy-1544041995892712/

Click on video to see some scenes of the Slapping Workshop by Dr Sunita Maithreya

We would like to inform participants that the retreat is just a few days before the School and 
would be an excellent preparation for the European School of Theosophy.

This Silent Retreat is jointly organized by The Theosophical Society in Europe (EFTS); The 
International Theosophical Centre (ITC); The Theosophical Society in the Netherlands (TVN).

For information contact  
activeties@itc-naarden.org or call  
00 31 (o)35 5417118
http://www.itc-naarden.org/blog/

Silent Retreat
Seeking the True Self A Retreat for Meditation and Self-Knowledge

6-10 October 2017
By Pablo Sender

THEOSOPHY	IS	WHO	THEOSOPHY	DOES,	NOT	
THINKS,	NOT	STUDIES,	NOT	FEELS	BUT	DOES.

HPB






The next European School of Theosophy 
will be held at The International 
Theosophical Centre in Naarden, 
Holland  12th - 17th October 2017. The 
central theme is “The Spiritual Path.”
The speakers are: Jon Knebel (USA); 
Pablo and Michele Sender (USA); Janet 
Hoult (UK), Noeline Hart (UK) and Erica 
Georgiades (GR). The programme will be 
soon released.

THE SPIRITUAL PATH 

CAPTION: sumquunt adi 
aut aut atis quiscia pro ini-
mos que di dus conecuptas 
as maximo que n quiscia 
pro inimos que di dus que 
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Jon Knebel

Pablo Sender and Michele Sender 
Janet Hoult

Noeline Hart

Erica Georgiades
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Subscribe	to	the	Newsletter	of	the	
European	School	of	Theosophy	here:

http://www.europeanschooloftheoso-
phy.com/join.html

Facebook	page	of	the	European	
School	of	Theosophy

https://www.facebook.com/
The-European-School-of-Theoso-
phy-1544041995892712/

Where	would	you	like	the	European	School	of	Theosophy	to	be	
organized	in	2018?	

Portugal,	Spain,	Switzerland	or	Greece?	

You	may	vote	on	the	website	of	the	Newsleter	of	the	EuST:			
http://www.europeanschooloftheosophy.eu/owlexpress/

Do	you	see	angels	or	devils?
Meet	the	work	of	M.C.	Esher,	a	Dutch	painter	whose	work	has	given	
place	to	a	lot	of	philosophical	and	metaphysical	discussions.	What	

may	be	the	relationship	of	his	work	with	some	of	the	ideas	of	esoteric	
philosophy?	You	may	consider	watching	a	short	video	about	his	work	

by		visiting	this	link:	MC	Escher,	Images	of	Mathematics		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-Gcz9FIB4w&feature=youtu.be
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